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CURVELLE 110’ QUARANTA

By: Frances and Michael Howorth
Photography: Andrew Clelland

THE CAN DO CATAMARAN
Invited to Turkey as the first publication to look over Curvelle’s new 110’ catamaran, we discovered one of the most innovative and
unique vessels we’ve come across in some time. Sliding bulkheads offer a startling 21 different cabin format combinations and a
versatile program of syndicated ownership means you can own a share for as little as $2-million. Meet the cat that got the cream.
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CURVELLE 110’ QUARANTA

> SPECIFICATIONS
LENGTH: 110’ 6” (33.70M)

EXTERIOR STYLING: MAURO GIAMBOI, ITALY

BEAM: 29’ 6” (9M)

CONSTRUCTION: CURVELLE-LOGOS, ISTANBUL, TURKEY.

DRAFT: 7’ 6” (2.30M)

NAVAL ARCHITECTURE: INCAT CROWTHER

DISPLACEMENT: 165 TONS

HULL MATERIAL: CARBON HYBRID COMPOSITES

ENGINES: CATERPILLAR C32 ACERT 2 X 1900

CLASS: RINA

RANGE: TRANS-ATLANTIC

COMPLIANCY: MCA LY2 COMMERCIAL,

MAX SPEED: 21-KNOTS

UNRESTRICTED NAVIGATION

CRUISING SPEED: 18-KNOTS

DEVELOPER: LUUK V. VAN ZANTEN,

GUEST ACCOMMODATION: FLEXIBLE TO SIX CABINS

YACHT MARKETING LTD

INTERIOR DESIGN: ALEX ISAAC - LILA–LOU

PRICE: $14-MILLION (USD)

The creation of any new yachting product
requires dedication and in the case of the
mega yacht market, it needs an extra dose of
passion added to the mix. For the concept’s
creator, Luuk van Zanten, the bringing to the
market of the all-new Curvelle Quaranta has
been a five-year mission that has called for a
mix of both patience and passion. He set out to create a yacht that
in his own words, “Combined sensible innovation with good
practical ability to achieve total flexibility for guests.”
Did he succeed? We flew to Turkey to put the yacht through her
paces and find out. Walking up the gangway we were the first ever
journalists to do so and our first impressions on seeing the boat
swept away some of the initial worries we had when we first
reviewed the concept at a 3D modeling stage. She looked infinitely
sweeter than we had thought. Let’s be truthful, any designer has a
tough job when it comes to drawing a catamaran and making her
look seaman like. The job is made more difficult when he is told
that the yacht will carry no sails and will be a motor yacht. How do
you get around the slab sided ferry concept? The answer to that, we

T

now know, is to give the styling of the exterior design to the Sicilian
designer Mauro Giamboi in Italy. Here he has fought the challenge
and won the battle.
What could have been a snub nosed box, has in reality got a
gracefully line that will win over almost all but the most ardent
anti-cat cynics. van Zanten believes that in the past efforts to make
power catamarans look good on the water have failed. “That is why
the market for this type of vessel has not caught on yet», he says. So
serious was he to get it right this time, he sought out a 3D
modeling company and purchased a 50 percent share in the
business just so that he had less to worry about when it came to
keeping the design process on course.”
“We began by putting together a team of naval architects and
specialist catamaran designers asking them to create a line of
beautiful, luxury catamaran motor yachts. We had in common, the
conviction that catamarans have many advantages over monohulls.
But we knew we had to design a beautiful, performance power
yacht, that would challenge traditional stereotypes and create a
new more versatile style.”
“Over three years was spent creating more than 350 3D renderings,
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The ingenious dining table (below) can seat 12 for dinner, convert into a cosy four cover dinette, or even a bar!

XP Curvelle 110 Quaranta-INV04_XP Curvelle 110 Quaranta-INV04 31/07/13 15:07 Page322

CURVELLE 110’ QUARANTA

– 322 –

XP Curvelle 110 Quaranta-INV04_XP Curvelle 110 Quaranta-INV04 31/07/13 15:07 Page323

WITH SLIDING PARTITIONS THE
MASTER SUITE BENEFITS FROM
THE SAME FLEXIBILITY AS THE REST
OF THIS TRANSFORMING YACHT...
EVEN THE SEPERATE ENSUITES
CAN CONVERT INTO ONE HUGE
SINGLE BATHROOM.

and 13 scale models, just to get this final shape,” he said,
waving an arm in the direction of the yacht berthed stern to at
Didim Marina. Despite not being the greatest of cat fans
ourselves, we have to admit that on this occasion, he might just
be proved right and has finally cracked the problem.
Resplendent in her Awlgrip Matterhorn White and Pearl Grey
livery she definitely looked the business.
We climbed on board the yacht using a passerelle that would
be more at home on a 165ft yacht than one of just 110ft. “This
feels so wide and wonderfully stable,” we commented and
learned from Luuk, that the idea behind the yacht is that she
should be wheelchair friendly. Her two hulls give Quaranta the
stability and abundance of space you expect from a bigger
yacht, and indeed cat. It is while standing on the aft deck that

some of the yachts many innovative features become apparent.
Between the hulls aft, the deck drops, platform style, into the
water. Down at the waters edge, it becomes a beach club. Down
further and the tender floats off to reveal a dry dock that could
take a submarine if desired. The lift is so versatile it can carry a
Range Rover and, when docked stern to, allows it to be driven
off and on the yacht. The second innovation that strikes you, is
that all the guest accommodation is on the main deck saloon
and dining area on the deck above.
At this point in a yacht review, the writer generally describes
the number of cabins and how they are arranged. Once again
the van Zanten concept of flexibility shows its face and
prohibits us from doing so. Aboard an ordinary 130’ mono
hulled yacht, there would be six double staterooms. Here you
– 323 –
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choose! Have 3, 4, 5 or 6! It is up to you and, if you get bored with
the layout you have chosen, chances are the crew, given an hour or
so, can switch it around. It really is that simple.
Each stateroom boasts incredibly large picture windows from
which to enjoy the view. The beds, each with their memory foam
mattress and electrically operated bases, can be moved up or down
to take advantage of the passing scenery and if you prefer to watch
where you are heading, then tune one of the two televisions screens
into the forward facing camera. Décor is inoffensively plain. If you
want to be cruel, you may call it bland, or more accurately ‘charter
neutral’. But it is because of this simplicity of design that you are
able to appreciate the detailing. Oak fronted drawers open to show
the reveal which is of Macassar Ebony. Teak tabletops have panels
in which the grain is opposed and therefore draws the eye. Such use
of design features is the work of Alex Isaac, part of the team Lila–
Lou, who work from London.
The forward cabins can be set up as a single master suite with sofas
to one side (or the other) and bedroom can be made up with either
one double or two single berths. Each side could become a master
cabin by bringing into play, the discreet panel that slides out of the
bulkhead to divide the cabins. These two cabins have their own

The interior decor is 'charter neutral', as one would
expect for a yacht designed for syndicated ownership.

bathroom but treat the suite as one, and you have a massive
bathroom that has its own centrally located bath tub.
There is a debate amongst owners as to which way a bed should
face onboard, with many choosing to lie in a fore and aft line while
others prefer a bed to lie athwartships. In this yacht, you can choose
either. In fact there are an incredible 21 different cabin
combinations to choose from, allowing us to tick the box for
flexibility. Because of their large picture windows the entire main
deck is flooded in natural light. To port are more cabins. Join them
together to form a suite, close them up to become double cabins,
the same is possible on the starboard side.
On the deck above, there is a spacious salon forward and a dining
area aft. The dining table is, in itself, a work of art and yet another
part of the innovative ethos that engulfs this yacht. In this instance,
it is made of slabs of Macassar ebony with a stainless steel trim
inset. The blocks fold away inside each other reducing the size of a
table that can, very comfortably seat 12, to one that is cozy for 4
guests. Reconfigured, the slabs can stack to create a bar from which
to serve drinks at a party or a buffet lunch. Ingeniously the 12
chairs stack without appearing in any way to seem industrial.
Forward is a large salon area divided from the bridge by a glass
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DEVELOPING AN IDEA...

LUUK V. VAN ZANTEN
YACHT MARKETING LTD
CURVELLE 110’ QUARANTA
time the revolutionary cabin design offers real
flexibility and pure comfort.
Fractional yacht ownership hasn’t been
particularly successful in the past…
We are only too aware that fractional
ownership within the circle of super yachting
has not worked as well as it could. We have
had to develop a system that is fairer and less
open to abuse, and we think we have found it.
For example, let’s take the time you want to
use the boat. This year it may be April and
next year August. One of your co owners
might want it in July two years from now, to
celebrate a special occasion, so we offer
owners more choice and more content.
Rather than strive for total equality of time,
we give equal opportunity. So long as it is fair
and seen by others to be fair, it works and
that’s what makes us different.

Tell us a little about your background in
yachting…
I’m currently a yacht consultant and
developer, having qualified for my MBA at
the university of Chicago. I’m originally
from Holland, where in my spare time since
the age of 14, I fixed up and sold sailing
dinghies and catamarans. I moved to Spain
aged 21 and gained experience working for
yacht brokerage companies Castlemain,
and Camper & Nicholsons. From there I
moved to oversee the development and
construction of large yachts in China, I was
the also founder and managing director De
Valk Yachts Spain, and became the
Marketing Director for Abu Dhabi MAR
where my team and I jump-started the
marketing division before handing over the
responsibilities to a locally based agency.

What attracted you to develop this
unique project?
Ever since I became involved with yacht
consulting to High Net Worth Individuals,
my goal has been to create very efficient
and luxurious super yacht catamarans,
ones that offer more features and unique
selling points than currently available on
the mono hull super yacht market. I
believe it is important for as many people
as is possible to enjoy all the pleasures of
a luxury motor-yacht lifestyle, with
syndicated ownership it is possible to do
so with only a fraction of the commitment.
Our owners’ scheme gets rid of cost
barriers and hassles, but retains the great
feeling that you own a luxury yacht
outright, much more than any other
method of shared ownership. At the same
– 326 –

What are the advantages for
the owner in financial outlay?
This yacht would cost around $14-million to
buy outright. We sell it to seven entities who
each pay $2-million and then we help them
run the boat, making sure that the figures
they jointly pay, are roughly the same as if
they owned the boat outright. Those who use
the boat more, pay more to do so. Those who
dock in St Tropez in high season pay more
than those who dock elsewhere in low season.
Because in our case, these seven people are
in control, it is they that decide what goes on.
As the scheme administrators we exercise no
control as such and merely offer advice and
facilities. I think there will be far more of
theses yachts operating in this manner. After
all, we designed the Quaranta to be owned by
seven different owners and now that we have
got over the majority of objections previous
schemes have suffered, I’m confident,
we will succeed.
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window that ensures a good view forward. Flick a switch, and the
window glass turns instantly opaque to ensure privacy. To port, a
large granite topped L-shaped bar that might have benefitted from
some high stools and to starboard, a truly huge sofa. Leather chairs
add a splash of contemporary fashion and are extremely
comfortable to slouch in! It is from here right forward that the
American oak clad staircase spirals downwards to the main deck
and the guest cabins. It harbors one of the few design problems of
this yacht in that its proximity to one cabin door causes the odd
bump to the head. Having done so a couple of times, one quickly
learns to duck around the obstacle.

The herringbone pattern of the 14mm teak deck and white caulking is another example of Curvelle's pleasing departure from tradition.
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The navigation bridge is pleasing and practical in its layout.
Visiting guests can enjoy the view from a leather sofa on the
aftermost bulkhead and there’s a proper chart table with chart-sized
drawers in front of it. The helm itself has a wonderfully clear view
through non-reflecting upright glass windows. Two pilot chairs and
four multi purpose computer screens make this a work place most
professional Captains would be proud of.
Clearly the catamaran concept allows for more space inside and
outside on deck, but Quaranta seems to offer a surprisingly large
amount of space so expansive that it must surely rival that of most
other motor yachts some 50’ longer than she is. On the Saloon or
Bridge Deck aft, there is a wide expanse of seating that connects
directly with the main saloon dining area, it is just the place to take
cocktails before or relax after dinner. The space is made even more
usable given the fact that all of the glass doors and panels can fold
away to create a true ‘inside outside feel’. The down side to this clever
feature is, that when the doors are ordinarily closed, the stacking
mechanism is still visible and besides being a tad ugly, is also a trip
hazard. Trust us we know! The lower one can however, be very quickly
and easily removed. On the same deck forward of the wheelhouse are
two guest seating areas that offer dining or sunbathing opportunities.
Joining the two areas are wide teak side decks, beamy enough to
allow the safe passage of an electric disability scooter.
The uppermost deck is a terrifically large space in which to dine,
lounge or plunge into the Jacuzzi pool. The 14 mm teak decks are
hand-laid but not in the traditional fore and aft style. Instead, they
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WITH 21 DIFFERENT
CABIN LAYOUTS –
SEE SMALL SAMPLE
ABOVE – AND A
TRANSFORMER
CAPABLE OF
OFFLOADING A
RANGE ROVER,
QUARANTA IS
ONE OF THE MOST
INNOVATIVE YACHTS
WE'VE SEEN IN
SOME TIME.

XP Curvelle 110 Quaranta-INV04_XP Curvelle 110 Quaranta-INV04 31/07/13 15:07 Page330

BUYING TIME…

STEVE LAST
SYNDICATE
OWNERSHIP
MANAGER

CURVELLE 110’ QUARANTA

We understand you have an interesting
background Steve?
I finished a 35-year career as the most
senior pilot on British Airways Boeing 747
fleet. As well as being heavily involved in
the technical development of advanced
airliners, I also worked on a program to
much improve the pilots rostering, so that
pilots got to fly the routes they wanted to.
After that I set up the first of a number of
private syndicates to share ownership of
vacation properties in the US, Europe and
Caribbean. It was this emphasis on the
importance of owner freedom and control
over shared assets that led Luuk van Zanten
to me to set up Curvelle’s custom-made
scheme for syndicate ownership. So I’m now
responsible for the Syndicate ownership
setup and management for the cats.
How and why do you offer syndicated
ownership?
Using methods refined over many years, I
enable private individuals to optimize
utilization and cost-efficiency when owning
high cost assets. To me it makes sense that
if you won’t use your super yacht all the
time, pooling your financial resources
enables you to buy what you really want, so

you needn’t settle for a cheaper
compromise. Our groups are private
syndicates, not profit-making
fractional ownership schemes. Our aim
is not make money out of the scheme
but more revolves around the business
of selling a yacht. Here we are selling
to seven joint owners instead of one.
Doesn’t this restrict the owner’s use?
Ideally owners should be able to use
their share whenever they want to,
with no limits imposed other than the
need to be fair to all. We operate a
system whereby owners simply tell us
when they want to use the yacht. We
have developed our own highly
effective way of organizing things so
that normally owners can use the
yacht pretty well whenever it suits
them. We don’t recommend fixed
periods or rolling periods where
everyone moves along on a
predetermined roster. Those are
typical of timeshare and other
fractional schemes, but we feel they
seriously limit the owners ability to do
what they want, and make them plan
further ahead than they might want to.
– 330 –

What about resale of your
share in the yacht?
We have particular clauses in the
agreement to ensure minority
interests are protected, ensuring no
minority member can be «locked
in» to a group and unable to
dispose of their share at a fair price.
At the same time, a minority
member can’t hold the rest to
ransom. That way everyone’s
interests are protected.
Will owners be encouraged
to ‘charter’ their share?
In the ideal world we try to make
sure the yacht is never available on
the charter market, but we never
prohibit owners from doing so. This
is because this would put
everyone’s share in the yacht at risk,
and it is essential to be 100 percent
sure who has access to the yacht at
all times, even though the crew are
there to supervise. Use by other
members of the group or their
friends and family is a different
matter and most groups allow this,
but it has to be properly organized.
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QUARANTA
ACHIEVED OVER
20-KNOTS DURING
OUR SEA TRIAL
AND CRUISES
COMFORTABLY AT
18. THROTTLING
DOWN TO HER 8KNOT DELIVERY
SPEED PRODUCES
A TRANS-ATLANTIC
RANGE.

are laid on the diagonal and, with the use of white caulking,
produce a pleasing visual effect. Overhead in the center, to give
protection is a cover around which is placed a fresh water misting
system. Below it, the dining table mimics the design and flexible
function of that in the dinning room but is made of teak.
To starboard of the Jacuzzi, which dominates the central part of the
deck forward, is a large comfortable sunbathing area. To port a well
equipped bar area with a small BBQ, two fridges, plus an extra
cabinet that can be either fridge or freezer. A small sink unit,
dishwasher and icemaker allow for the area to be self-sufficient for
al fresco dining. A dumb-waiter connects this serving area with the
galley three decks below.
The galley, laundry, storerooms and crew accommodation are all
housed inside the two hulls, as are the engine rooms, one each
side. Catamarans draw less water, are more maneuverable and
typically use about one-third less engine power and fuel than their
ocean going mono hull equivalents. On our sea trial Quaranta
achieved over 20-knots while lightly loaded, and has an
economical cruising speed of between 16 and 18-knots. We
suspect she will perform most of her duties at a sedate 11-knots
when noise is low and fuel savings high. Calculations suggest she
can cruise across the Atlantic Ocean at a slow but economic
delivery speed of around 8-knots. It is because of running costs
such as these, coupled with the massive amount of space she offers
and her innovative features, that we have given her the nickname
of the ‘Can Do Catamaran’. I
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