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big cat purrs
Quaranta’s two hulls
give her the stability
and sense of volume
you might expect
from a much larger
superyacht.

CURVAC EoUS CAT
Curvelle has been thinking outside the box with the new catamaran

Quaranta . Frances and Michael Howorth came away impressed with its

adaptability, and firm ambition to challenge preconceived ideas about cats.
curvelle.com

curvelle 33 metre

I

MIND THE GAP
Above right: The
forward deck offers two
guest seating areas
as well as sunbathing
opportunities. Above:
Quaranta’s hulls allow
easy manouevring, use
less engine power and
draw less water than
ocean-going monohulls
Left: Between the hulls
aft the deck drops
to form a platform,
creating a gorgeous
beach club.

curvelle.com

n the world of superyachts, every now and again
someone throws a curveball. Shipyards can build
something so ugly that onlookers know instantly it
will never sell, designers can draw something that no
shipyard could ever build while others clearly show they
have never been to sea in a boat of any size and then
build something more akin to a hotel that a superyacht.
Fortunately for reviewers like us, there comes the
occasional ball that not only curves, but seems to come
right out of leftfield. Perhaps Quaranta, the first ever
yacht to be conceived and built by Curvelle in Turkey, is
such a yacht.
With her launch, the yacht’s creator, Luuk van Zanten,
sees his visionary five-year mission bear fruit. Working
on the project has called for a mix of both his patience
and passion. He set out to create a yacht that in his
own words, “combined sensible innovation with good
practical ability to achieve total flexibility for guests.” And
we think he might have done it.
We found out when we flew to Turkey to put the yacht
through her paces. Walking up the gangway, we were the
first ever journalists to do so and our first impressions on
seeing the boat swept away some of the initial worries
we had when we first reviewed the concept at a 3D
modelling stage. She looked infinitely sweeter than we
had thought. Let’s be truthful, any designer has a tough
job when it comes to drawing a catamaran and making
her look seamanlike. The job is made more difficult
when he is told that the yacht will carry no sails and will
be a motor yacht.
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What could have been a snub-nosed
box, has in reality got a graceful line that
will win over all but the most ardent anticat cynics. Van Zanten believes that in the
past, efforts to make power catamarans
look good on the water have failed. “That
is why the market for this type of vessel
has not caught on yet”, he says. So
serious was he to get it right this time,
he sought out a 3D modelling company
and purchased a 50 per cent share in the
business just so that he had less to worry
about when it came to keeping the design
process on course.
We climbed on board the yacht using
a passerelle that would be more at home
on a 50-metre yacht than one of just 34
metres. Her two hulls give Quaranta the
stability and abundance of space you
expect from a bigger yacht. It is while
standing on the aft deck that some of
the yacht’s many innovative features
become apparent. Between the hulls
aft, the deck drops, platform style, into
the water. Down at the water’s edge, it
becomes a beach club. Down further and
the tender floats off to reveal a dry dock
that could take a submarine if desired.
The lift is so versatile it can carry a SUV
and, when docked stern to, allows it to be
driven off and on to the yacht. The second
innovation that strikes you is that all the
guest accommodation is on the main deck
saloon and dining area on the deck above.
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At this point in a yacht review, the writer generally
describes the number of cabins and how they are
arranged. On this occasion however we are unable to do
so. Aboard an ordinary monohulled superyacht, there
would generally be six double staterooms. Here, you get
to choose how many you want – from three to six. It is
up to you and, if you get bored with the layout you have
chosen, chances are the crew, given an hour or so, can
switch it around.
The reason for such a radical shift from the normal lies
in the marketing of this yacht. Whereas most are built for
an owner to enjoy, this one is destined to have a total of
seven owners through a syndicated ownership scheme.
Each stateroom boasts incredibly large picture
windows from which to enjoy the view. The beds,
each with their memory foam mattress and electrically
operated bases, can be moved up or down to take
advantage of the passing scenery. Décor is inoffensively
plain, but rich in detail. Oak-fronted drawers open to
reveal Macassar ebony. Teak tabletops have panels in
which the grain is opposed, and therefore draws the eye.
Forward cabins can be set up as a single master suite
with sofas to one side (or the other), and the bedroom
can be made up with either one double or two single
berths. Each side could become a master cabin by
bringing into play the discreet panel that slides out of the
bulkhead to divide the cabins.
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On the deck above, there is a spacious
saloon forward and a dining area aft. The
dining table is, in itself, a work of art and
yet another part of the innovative ethos
that engulfs this yacht. In this instance, it
is made of slabs of Macassar ebony with
a stainless steel trim inset. The blocks fold
away inside each other reducing the size
of a table that can very comfortably seat
12, to one that is cosy for four guests.
Reconfigured, the slabs can stack to
create a bar from which to serve drinks at
a party or a buffet lunch. Ingeniously the
12 chairs stack without appearing in any
way industrial.
Forward is a large saloon area divided
from the bridge by a glass window that
ensures a good view forward. Flick a
switch, and the window glass turns
instantly opaque to ensure privacy.
To port, there is a large granite topped
L-shaped bar that might have benefitted
from some high stools and to starboard,
a truly huge sofa. Leather chairs add a
splash of contemporary fashion and are
extremely comfortable to slouch in. It is
from here right forward that the American
oak-clad staircase spirals downwards to
the main deck and the guest cabins.
Clearly the catamaran concept allows
for more space inside and outside on
deck, but Quaranta seems to offer a
surprisingly large amount of space, so
expansive that it must surely rival that of
most other motor yachts some 50 feet
longer. On the saloon or bridge deck aft,
there is a wide expanse of seating that
connects directly with the main saloon
dining area – just the place to take
cocktails or relax after dinner.

EXPANSIVE TASTES
Clockwise from
left: The space on
Quaranta’s aft deck
is symptomatic of the
yacht’s surprisingly
expansive feel; The
dining area can
seat 12 around
a magnificent
Macassaer ebony
table; The saloon
lounge benefits from
an enormous sofa
and leather chairs;
The forward cabin
can be made up as
a master suite, but
many configurations
are available; The
fetching master
ensuite is in a
contemporary style
with warm colours.
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life at the top
Hand-laid teak
decks define the
magnificent sun
deck, which includes
a Jacuzzi (below)
and fresh water
misting system.

ralian
Aust

The space is made even more usable given the fact
that all of the glass doors and panels can fold away to
create a true ‘inside-outside feel’. On the same deck
forward of the wheelhouse are two guest seating
areas that offer dining or sunbathing opportunities.
The uppermost deck is a terrifically large space
in which to dine, lounge or plunge into the Jacuzzi
pool. The 14-millimetre teak decks are hand-laid
but not in the traditional fore and aft style. Instead,
they are laid on the diagonal and, with the use of
white caulking, produce a pleasing visual effect.
Overhead in the centre, to give protection, is a
cover around which is placed a fresh water misting
system. Below it, the dining table mimics the design
and flexible function of that in the dinning room but
is made of teak.
To starboard of the Jacuzzi, which dominates
the central part of the deck forward, is a large
comfortable sunbathing area. To port, we have
a well equipped bar area with a small barbecue,
two fridges and an extra cabinet that can be either
fridge or freezer. A small sink unit, dishwasher and
icemaker allow for the area to be self-sufficient for
alfresco dining. A dumbwaiter connects this serving
area with the galley three decks below.
The galley, laundry, storerooms and crew
accommodation are all housed inside the two hulls,
as are the engine rooms, one each side. Catamarans
draw less water, are more manoeuvrable and
typically use about a third less engine power and
curvelle.com

fuel than their ocean-going monohull
equivalents. On our sea trial Quaranta
achieved over 20 knots while lightly
loaded, and has an economical cruising
speed of 16-8 knots. We suspect she will
perform most of her duties at a sedate 11
knots when noise is low and fuel savings
high. Calculations suggest she can cruise
across the Atlantic Ocean at a slow but

economic delivery speed of approximately
eight knots.
With running costs such as these,
coupled with the massive amount of
real estate space on offer and innovative
flexibility, Quaranta stands a good chance
of succeeding in a syndicated ownership
market where others have failed.
www.curvelle.com

MODEl
Curvelle Quaranta
BUILDER
Curvelle-Logos, Istanbul
YEAR OF BUILD
2013
country of build
Turkey
designer
Mauro Giamboi, Italy
Interior designer
Alex Isaac
Naval architect
Incat Crowther, Sydney Australia
owner’s project manager Luuk V. van Zanten, Yacht Marketing Ltd
lOA
33.70 metres
lWL
29.05 metres
BEAM
9.0 metres
draft
2.3 metres
Displacement
165 tonnes
HULL & Superstructure
Carbon Hybrid Composites
ENGINE
2 x Caterpillar C32 Acert 2 X 1900
output
2 x 1900 kW
propellers	
5 Blade Poseidon
speed
maximum 21 knots / cruise 18 knots
fuel capacity	
23,000 litres
FRESHWATER capacity	
2,500 litres
waste water capacity	
2,000 litres
Black & GrEY water
Treated on board
RANGE
4,200Nm @10 knots
GENERATORS
2 x Onan 50kW, 50 Hz
navigation electronics
Sperry
Bow thrusters	
2 x 40hp sidepower
Owner & Guests
Flexible to six cabins for 12 guests max
CREW
5 crew members
Classification
RINA
tenders
Curvelle Custom Built
Paint
Awlgrip
PRICE
US$14-million

Made

