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Owners and charterers are getting older and with advanced
years often come mobility issues. Designing a space with
accessibility in mind can mean a superyacht is more charterable,
more appealing to a wider range of buyers on the resale market
and can work for owners through the different stages of their lives.
SuperyachtDesign talks to designers, brokers and owners about
the issue of designing an accessible superyacht.

A

ttention has always
tended to focus on the
increase in under-40s
on the Forbes Rich List every
year and the growing number
of youthful internet tycoons.
But it is an undeniable fact that
there will always be a natural
leaning towards maturity since
it generally takes time for
wealth to accumulate. In terms
of the superyacht industry this
is significant because it is these
ultra high net worth individuals
who form the pool of potential
new blood for the industry. With
the average age of billionaires
in emerging markets and in
established markets most often
sitting over 65 (65 in the US,
67.1 in South East Asia and 67
in the Americas), it is clear that
those who will potentially be
buying or chartering yachts in
the future will be older.
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The general consensus from brokers is
that owners and charterers are indeed
getting older. “We have a lot of enquiries
from elderly people,” says Peter
Hürzeler, managing partner at Ocean
Independence. “If you look at the trends
of people chartering or buying yachts
who have money, they are getting older.”
For him, this means one thing: designers
should start considering ease of use for
elderly people.
Hürzeler is well acquainted with
designing a yacht with accessibility in
mind. He managed the build of M/Y 2
Ladies, the 46m Rossi Navi project that
was launched in 2012 for two owners who
wanted to use the yacht with their wives
at the same time, but also wanted the
yacht to be user-friendly for one owner’s
elderly father. This meant making much of
it wheelchair accessible.
“We were asked to prepare the vessel
for easy access to handicapped people,”
says Tommaso Spadolini, the interior
designer on the project. ”This meant
that all passages had to be large enough
for wheelchair access and the elevator,
considering this was a relatively small

yacht, had to go to all decks and also be
large enough for a wheel chair.”
According to Spadolini, the initial layout
of the yacht only had a central staircase
and no elevator, but they had to make it
possible to reach the sundeck with just
one stair and elevator system. “To enable
this we had to completely review the
layout and the general arrangement,” he
explains. “Some significant engineering
was involved; the shipyard had to reinforce
this entire section and create a lot of extra
technical spaces.”
This inclusion in the design wasn’t
an easy task, but Spadolini and Mulder
Design (the other team on the project)
managed to make the elevator a design
feature. The elevator and central staircase
are a real decorative focal point, with the
glass walls of the elevator surrounded by
travertine stone and mahogany.
For designer and owner of M/Y Told U
So, Kirk Lazarus, making a yacht mobility
friendly should actually be a natural
part of the design process. “It is about
understanding clients’ different stages of
life,” he tells us. “You have to forward plan
when designing a space.
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Just like you would consider including
space for children, it makes sense to
consider how an elderly person would use
a yacht.” On Told U So this meant paying
attention to doorway widths, wheelchair
accessibility, step height and including a
wider passerelle. “It makes no difference
aesthetically,” he insists. “You can easily
do it.”
This idea of forward planning is
something Frans Heesen took into
account when designing his yacht, the
47m M/Y Lady Petra. Like Lazarus, Heesen
believes that a yacht should cater for all
generations. The result on Lady Petra is
several tidy design solutions that make the
yacht accessible and easy to navigate for
those with mobility issues.
A lift platform that allows a wheelchair
to access all three decks runs alongside
the steps, following the curve of the
superstructure. “As it turned out,” Dickie
Bannenberg, one of the designers on
the project, recalls, “the recess in the
superstructure they made, lined with black
brushing, actually looked rather sculptural,
even up close so it reads as an interesting
‘applied’ black paint detail.” There is also
a stair lift on the central staircase and a
special passage cabin on the main deck
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for elderly guests to use in case of rough
seas so they don’t have to access the
master cabin on the bridge deck. “We
only got to know about this aspect some
way into the project but we were able to
adapt our design for the main staircase
to take account of it,” says Bannenberg.
“Like with the platform, the approach was
to make something of a feature of the
rail, powder coating it to a sympathetic
colour and reupholstering the seat in a
Spinneybeck brown.”
“One day, I might not be able to walk
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as well or will need to use a wheel chair,”
Heesen explains to us. “I obviously don’t
need it right now but I like to forward
plan and wanted these features to be
seamlessly included into the design.”
Making passageways wider, including
lifts, less stairs and spaces suited to
wheelchairs isn’t necessarily uncommon,
but what is often neglected is access to the
yacht itself. Yachts such as 2 Ladies may
be wheelchair friendly once on board, but
getting the wheelchair on to the yacht is
another story. Heesen was careful to ensure
that wheelchairs could easily get from the
shore to the yacht, so the passerelle has a
platform that extends to shore enabling a
wheelchair to be transferred to the main
aft deck.
Another recent yacht project that has
taken designing with accessibility in mind
to the next level is Curvelle’s Quaranta
catamaran. “We took great care during
the design phase of Quaranta that most of
the needs of guests with reduced mobility
issues can be addressed,” Luuk V van
Zanten of Curvelle tells us. “We actually
tested the yacht spaces with an electric
wheelchair scooter from one of our clients
to make sure it worked.” The upshot is a
yacht that takes accessible design beyond

just wider passageways and elevators.
As well as an oversized Sanguinetti
hydraulic passerelle normally used on
60m superyachts, the designers have also
included a hydraulic platform that can
lift an SUV on to the main deck to allow
guests to get on board straight from their
vehicle. In order to make the leisure areas
more inclusive, the tender launch platform
can be easily converted into a guest swim
platform that drops 85cm below the
waterline. The platform means that it is
possible to wheel a wheelchair on to it and
then drop it to the desired level in the sea.
“This way, a wheelchair-bound grandfather
can accompany his grandchildren in the
water, for example,” Van Zanten says.
What about other disabilities that cause
mobility issues? Donna Green at Y.CO
helped a client with vision impairment find
a yacht a few years ago. She tells us that
this proved to be quite a difficult task, one
that took over a year, as design details
that most yachts include as standard
are actually what make life difficult for
someone with vision impairment. “Lots
of stairs, hidden or discreet latches to
open and close internal doors, discreet
light switches,” she lists. “All of these are
things you would expect from a yacht

traditionally!” She explains that the client’s
requirements included a smooth floor
throughout, no little steps up and down
between spaces, a master cabin on the
same deck as the salon and outside dining
areas to minimise the need for stairs,
plenty of light and open spaces. The client
also specified a sailing yacht as they found
the feeling of sailing more appealing to the
other senses than a motoryacht.
Obviously, designing a yacht specifically
to target such a small demographic of
potential owners or charterers would not
make sense. What is clear though is that
certain design decisions can be made to
ensure a superyacht is more user friendly
for those with mobility issues. Whether
it means that a yacht can work for an
owner through the different stages of his
life, or that the yacht will appeal to the
increasing number of older charterers,
or that it becomes more attractive to the
older buyers on the resale market, keeping
reduced mobility in mind could mean a
better superyacht.
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